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Application No. 

09/732,787 



Applicant(s) 

KONDO, MASAYUKl 



Felix 0. Fiaue roa t ^- — — 

"TsHO™ STATUTORY P ER IO0 POR^Y » S E T TO EXP, RE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.^ , n n0 event , however , may a reply be timely filed 

eamed^atentte^^ " " " 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19jmoh2Q03- 

. -..„■ oysM This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action is FINAL. >^ mQtter e nrosecution as to the merits is 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) IziSaodl is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) £3 is/are withdrawn from considerate. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 12) Claim(s) 4.6 and 7 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) DT hes P ecific~^ 

10)D The drawing) f-. d on s - □ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 ^ 

Applicant may not request that any obje disapproved by the Exam.ner. 

1 The proposed drawing correction filed on ». a)U approvea >u 

,f approved, corrected drawings are required in rep.y to this Office act,on. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 § 119(a) . (d) or (f) . 

13) 0 Acknowledgmentismadeofaclaimforforeignpnonty under 35U.S.C.§11 

a)0 All b)0 Some*c)D None of: 

1 D certified copies of the priority documents have been received- 

,S certified copies of the priority ^^^^^^^.^ Stage 
3 n Copies of the certified copies of the priority d^JjL^Sj" 
3D C ° P app°cation from the ^^*™£^££tt received. 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the P ^ app|jcation) 

15)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority 

Attachment^) g lntervjew Summa ry (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). ■ 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2 H Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing R^iew (PTO-948 

3 □ information Disclosure Statement (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) ■ > U 



j s Patent and Trademark umce 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 22 



Page 2 



Application/Control Number: 09/732,787 
Art Unit: 2833 

DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.1U 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, inciuding the fee set 
fort h in 37 CFR-1 .-17(e), was-f„ed in this app.ica.ion after final region: 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1, 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the frnality of the previous Office aCon 
nas been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission fried on 

03/19/03 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

... „, « 1 1 <; r 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. lUJia) w 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) a paten, ma, no. be obtained thouob - -rS"^'^^ 
he prior art are such that the subject matte as a^ «n o | ^ saia sub d ^ per t al ns. 

K^^!S»«^ * * ch ,he ,nvention was ma 

Cairns 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (APA, in Fig.6 in view of Gerrans, Jr. (US 5,885,108). 

Applicant's admitted prior art discloses substantially the claimed invention except 
for the continuously reduced portion. Gerrans teaches a molded portion (16, wherein a 

connecting portions is continuously reduced, so tha, the rear end portion has a same 
di ameter as the cable (22), and wherein there is no increase in the circumferenttal s, 2 e 
of the molded portion in a direction parallel to a direction in which the terminal «gs 
extend in order to provide a smoother gripping on the molded portion. Therefore, ,t 
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ber 09/732787 

was made to form the ^ Ae6 moWe d portion. - - 

HauCh ard teacup 

for med in a direct^*' .tomemo-dedportion. m 
•^structural strength to the p ^ as ma de 

proving , u , w ^«-» and C0 nvex 

ob „ous » a person o, ord^ ^ conoa ve o 

„,ded portion hav.ng a P> ura w , re extends, as 

ribS, ° im ma tert a i-eprov*gst~cturaUtr 

ments * re specttoo.a-,^ande-7na y 

Appl ,cant's arguments / 

„, ^ new grounds at rej / 
are moot in view of the Conclusi on yffOa, 

. „«. communication or eariierc^ ' 

Anv^irvoonoernrng* hos e/ 

m he directed to Felix u. 
examiner s h ou,d be a ereac ^/ 

308-0097 The examine, can 
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Application/Control Number: 09/732,787 
Art Unit: 2833 

„ « to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Bradley can be reached on (703) 308,319. The f ax phone numbers 
for th e organization where this application or proceed is assigned are (703) 308-7722 

for regular communications and (703) 308-7724 for After Rinalxommunications 

Any inquiry o, a genera, nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should he directed to the receptionist whose teiephone number is (703, 30B- 



1782. 



ffr 

April 2, 2003 
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